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Heian Jogakuin was originally founded in 1872 (Meiji 5) as Shoan Jogakuin in
Osaka’s Kawaguchi foreign settlement. The school relocated to the present site
in Kyoto in 1889 (Meiji 22) and was renamed Heian Jogakuin. This was followed
by the completion of Meiji Hall in 1894 (Meiji 27). The English architect A. N.
Hansel came to Japan in 1888 and designed many buildings throughout the Kobe
area. Doshisha Harris Science Hall (1890) is known to be one of his first works
In Kyoto and Jogakuin’s Meiji Hall was completed five years later. Meiji Hall is
composed of three brick masonry structures placed side by side with the ridge
running in the north-south direction. The distinctive features of the S-curves
at the top edge of the gable walls and stone band courses were designed as a
revival of Queen Anne style which was popular in 18th century England. The
Imposing staircase and the classic decorations of the upper floor hall are also
notable features of the hall. At Heian Jogakuin, there is also Showa-kan (1929)
designed by an American missionary architect J. W. Bergamini, which was built a

few decades later.
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